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Around the Universe 
in six years
On July 6, 2020, at the age of 10 years old, I completed 
the “Explore the Universe” observing program of the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada

I got my observing certificate and my first observing pin. 
Both hang prominently from my study table, next to my 
telescope, reminding me of my journey exploring the 
universe.

I started observing in 2014 when I was 5 years old. It took 
me almost six years to get this certificate.

What took me so long?

Completing the “Explore the Universe” program was like 
the trans-Canada train journey I took from Toronto to 
Vancouver a few years ago. It was long, the view outside 
was beautiful, I was having lots of fun, and I did not want 
the journey to end. The journey was more exciting than 
reaching the destination.

Why would have I wanted all that fun to end? I am glad 
that we are family members of the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada, the Ontario Science Centre, and the 
Royal Ontario Museum for many years. It allows me to 
stay curious, learn new things, have places to go to, and 
gives me ideas for new projects to build at home.

My “Explore the Universe” certificate and my observing 
keep inspiring me to take other long journeys. I have 
already started my next journey — this time to the Moon.

I hope other kids get to take their own journeys explor-
ing the universe, get excited by what they see, and create 
wonderful memories.

Tips for kids, families and adults

Watching the night skies is a wonderful activity. You can 
do it even if you live in a city as you will be delighted by 
constellations, bright stars, planets and Moon phases that 
you can see and learn from.

I will share 5 most important tips for you to get started:

1. Learn to use a star chart. It will help you identify some 
constellations. They are like maps of the sky.

2. Get interested in bright objects. Try to identify if they 
are stars or planets. And keep tracking their move-
ment over weeks. You will learn a lot about the night 
sky.

3. Get a small telescope that will let you see the rings of 

Saturn or the moons of Jupiter. The dance of Jupiter's 
moons will keep you looking up again and again.

4. Share your observations with others. Bring others to 
look through your telescope or describe to each other 
what you are seeing.

5. Dress warmly. Astronomy is an outdoor activity and it 
can be really cold outside. If you are not warm, you will 
not enjoy observing.

A big thanks to RASC members and volunteers

My journey exploring the universe would not be complete 
without the support of so many RASC Toronto members, 
volunteers and telescope supervisors who devoted their 
time, shared their knowledge and their passion to bring an 
interest in astronomy in me. I have shared many observa-
tion nights with them: looking through their telescopes, 
asking them questions, and learning observation tech-
niques from them.

I have done many show-and-tells in my school and during 
community events in English and French. I get to talk to 
many boys and girls and their parents, and share with 
them the wonders of night skies.

Even though I have got my Explore the Universe certifi-
cate, I continue to look up at the night skies, practice my 
constellations and observe the planets. It is important 
to keep improving your observation skills. But the most 
important thing is to keep having fun! •

— Arushi Nath

Observing certifications awarded by RASC
 
As of September 2020, sixteen RASC Observing Certificates had been awarded. 

Explore the Universe: Telescope

Dave Chapman Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Chris Baldock National Member 
Blair Stunder Prince George, British Columbia 
Robert Millard Ottawa, Ontario 
Arushi Nath Toronto, Ontario 
Chris Sarkaissian National Member 
Abby Choi Vancouver, British Columbia 
Murray Hunt Edmonton, Alberta

Explore the Moon: Telescope

Charles Banville Victoria, British Columbia 
Robert Millard Ottawa, Ontario 
Tim Yaworsky Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
Charles Banville Victoria, British Columbia

Explore the Moon: Binoculars

George Pattern Victoria, British Columbia 
Andrew Bennett Calgary, Alberta

Messier:

Mike Matwyuk Prince George, British Columbia

Isabel Williamson Lunar:

Christopher Cokinos National Member 
Melody Hamilton Halifax, Nova Scotia

The current centres for the Explore the Universe  
can be found on the RASC website at  
rasc.ca/participating-centres.

THROUGH TIME’S LENS

Brazen tokens of
celestial ambition

Astronomy in pursuit of patronage 
has payed court to power for millennia. 
The practice continues in the endeavour to 
secure public and private funds for research. 
Patrons, in their turn, have used their 
support of astronomy to craft their public 
image. The longest-serving king of New 
France practiced this art in a grand way. 

Among monarchs of his time, Louis XIV 
— the “Sun King” — burnished his image 
through striking commemorative medals 
with absolutist abandon. In doing so, the 
Sun King frequently used astronomical 
symbolism, as seen in these well-worn 
examples from the 1660s to 1680s. The two 
largest medals are of particular interest. 
The one dated 1677 shows the Observatoire 
de Paris, which he established. The larg-
est medal, struck in 1686, commemorates 
the discovery of Saturn’s moons Tethys, 
Dione, Rhea and Iapetus, found by Giovanni 
Domenico Cassini and named “Ludovican 
Stars” to honour his kingly patron.

Courtesy of the Specula Astronomica Minima

Ten-year-old Arushi holds her Explore the Universe certificate while 
wearing her first observing pin from the Royal Astronomical Society 
of Canada (Arushi Nath)

— Blair Stunder,  
     RASC observing chair
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